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_Caneda (Presidio) Adobe-

-HISTORICAL INFORMATION A S ' ';"w AR CAL:
' o 49-5ANDA
Name: Narisco Ganeda (Presidiq‘ﬁdobe 12 .
2.

Location: 121 East Canon Perdido _
Santa Barbara, Santa Barbara;County, Calif., -

Present owner: Elmer H. Whittaker

Present odcupan%: Elmer H. Whittaker.

Present use: private residence.

Brlef statement of significancet The original Narisco
Caneda house, which now forms a part of the adobe house
of Elmer H. Whittaker was one of the contiguous buildings
which formed the north side of the Santa Barbara Presidio.
The Caneda house and E1 Cuartel are the two important
"fragments still remaining of the original Presidio.

Physical Historyi

1., Original and subseqguent owners: Accoeording to
Cullimore (pp. 10=14} the Caneda adobe, along
with the other contiguous buildings at the north
side of the Santa Barbara Presidio, was built in
1782. Its location was within the Presidio,
inside the northwest wall. W¥With the division
of land in Santa Barbara which occurred under
Mexican rule, the property was granted to Jose
Maria Maldenado {a). In Warkenrueder's Map # 2
of the city of Santa Barbara in 1852, the
property is designated as belonging to Nayxisco
Caneda, the adjacent property to the east as
belonging to Jose Maldenada (o) . In 1862 the
property was officially deeded by the city of
Santa Barbara to Luisa Valenzuela, the widow of
Caneda. 1n 1872 the property was acquired by
J. E. Goux; in 1875 it was purched by A. A. Oglesby
and Pedro Baron., It was acquired in 1923 by Mr.
and Mrs. Elmer H. Whittaker. The Caneda Adobe is
incorpeorated in the adobe house built by the
Whittakers in 1946. They are still the owners
of the property.

2. Date of erection: 1782.

3. Histeoric events and personages:?
Caneda was a soldier at the Presidicj his wife
Luisa Valenzuela was the granddaughter of
Rosalino Fernandez Hernandez, one of the original
36 *Soldados de Cuevo," who were present at the
founding of the Santa Barbara Presidio.

4. Published and unpublished views.
a. The property is shown in Warkenruederts Map



+2 offthe city-of santa Barbafa, 1852.
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‘A schematized view of the house can be seen
‘in the ca, 1887 panoramic view of Santa
- Barbara, printed in Santa Barbara, in the AR
" collection of the Santa Barbara Historlcal o
‘Society, Santa Barbara.“ S

Photograph of the southeastern section of

Santa Barbara, near Anacapa and East Canon

Perdido Streets, taken in the 1880's or =
1890's (?)s in the collection of the Santa
Barbara Historical Society, Santa Barbara.

South and west side of house, photograph

taken in 1880 (7)3 in the collection of the

Santa Barbara Historical Society, Santa -
Barbara.

Reconstruction drawing of house (based upon
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above phqtograph) by Cullimore_(19b83 p. 10).-

Photograph of house just before restoration
(1946)3 collection of Mr. and Mrs. Elmer H.
Whittaker. o ”

 Reproduction of house as it was restoreds

Santa Barbara News Press, July 31, 1949
July 30, 1965

Referencess
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Cullimore, Clarence, Santa Barbara adobes,
Santa Barbara Book Publishing Co.s Santa

-Santa Barbara News Press

July 131,; 1949
August 9, 1962
JUly 30’ 1965

David Gebhard
August 6, 1965
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. A. Name: Nardisco. Caneda (Presidio) Adobe 2

Address: 121 Canon Perdido _
' Santa Barbara, Santa Barbara County, Calif.g

.B}'.Numbef 6f storiesi‘ one

- C. Type ‘of wall construction. Adobe {original rear (north)
o lean-to. of . wood. : L S :
D, 'Layouti (see plan) Originally'two rooms, lean-to

added to rear at later dates. Porch-corridor
"across front. '

E. General statement:
- The Caneda adobe is simply one and a half Tooms:of
the contiguous building which ran along the north
. side of the Santa Barbara Presidio., This adobe and
the El1 Cuartel Adobe across East Canon Perdido Street
are the only major buildings still standing of the
original Presidio.

F. General Statementt Condid4ion of fabric.
s Excellent condition.

G. Detailed Statement: General.
Apparently when the Caneda adobe was sold to
Narisco.. Caneda, or perhaps even earlier, the east
room, which was about the same size as the west
room, was divided in the middle. The west half
of the divided room was retained by Jose Maldenada(o}
At the time the Whittakers proceéded to remodel
and rebuild the adobe (in 1946}, there was a wood
lean~to to the rear of the house, This lean~to
is wisible in the 19th century photographs of the
house, as 1s the shed roofed front corridor porch.
In the rebuilding the house the roof was removed
and a reinforced concrete beam was poured along the
top of the adobe walls. A new roof was then built
which followed the same pitch as the original roof.
The new rooms ( a bath and a bedroom) of the remodeled
and enlarged house followed the foundation line of
the original adjacent Jose Maldenada house. The
wood lean-to section to the rear was torn down and
was replaced (in almost the same position) by
adobe walls and a new roof. The adobe used in the
addition to the house was taken from the 19th century
Harmer adobe., At the time of remodeling the house
was covered with a shingle roof, but fragments of
broken roof tile, plus the early description of the
Santa Barbara Presidio would argue that the building
. ~ had first been covered with a tile roof. The enlarged

and rebuilt house was covered with old, hand made roof
tiles.,
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Overall dimen81onst. (see plan)
South fronts 35% 6"
West wall: 160 4w

Foundationt Origihal.section; rodgh cut stone laid iﬁf'
adobe. ‘
New sectiont reinforced concrete

Wall Constructiont Adogbe; lime plaster on exterior
and interior. Walls vary in thickness between
1'0“ to ll 10" Lo

Porchest: Present porch with 6 square wood posts :
supporting a shed roof {(constinuation of pitch of _
main roof) the result of the 1946 restoration, In . -
the 19th century photographs the porch appears .
less w1de than it now is.

Chimneyst Present fireplace chlmney along the north
wall of the living room was added in 1946.

Openingsa? Doorways and doors. .
The present front door leading into the living room
is most likely original with the house. The door,
although ¢ld, 1is not part of the original house.

Openingst Windows and shutters.

According to Cullimore (1948, p. 14) the three
windows (two on the south side and one on the west
side) were added in the 1850's. Before the 1946
remodeling the windows were double hung, 6 panes to
each sash. These were replaced by narrow casement
windows; each window of which is divided by two
horizontal mullions. The interior 3 panel shutters
are all modern.

Roof't Shape and Covering.
Medium pitched gable ro0of, with shed roofed porch
to front and shed roofed lean-to to rear. Original
house covered with tilej then by wood shingless
presently by old hand made tile.

Rooft Cornice and eaves.
Single board used as facia for extended roof edge
cver gable end of house. Rafters and roof decking
exposed underneath.

Roof'i Dormers and cupolas. None.
Floor plan (see attached plan)
Original houses large west rooms 14 10" x 22! gv

small east room : 14v 0% x 12' ov

Stairwaysi none
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;,_Flooringz At time of restoration there was a wodd

. .:»,;:

tongue and groove floor in the old section of the
house. This was replaCed by 12" x 12" ceramic tile.

f.Wall and Celllng finish: Lime- plaster ‘on walls,

adobe in gable end left exposed and painted.-
Ceiling rafters, ridge—beam and roof sheathing
partially stalned.

'ninterlor doorways ‘and doors: All restored in 19&6

all of the ex1st1ng doors are 19th century.

Interior trim: All a result of 1946 remodellng.

Hardwares All a result of 1946 remodeling; although

the knobs and locks are all l9th century.

nghting. All modern.

- Heating: Flush walled fireplace in living room built

" in 1946, According to Mr. Whittaker a primitve
fireplate was in the northwest corner of the living
room.

S5ite. General.

. As indicated the house was part of the:.original
Santa Barbara Presidio.

Orientation and General Setting: House presently
faces walled garden on the north side of East Canon
Perdido, between Anacapa and Santa Barbara Streets,
Canon Perdido was cut through the north haif of the
Santa Barbara Presidio in the 19th century. A new
parking lot has been built toe the west of the
house; a wodden two story 19th century building
housing a Buddhist Church is situated to the east.

Enclosuress.
Present wall around property is a result of the
1946 remodeling.

Outbuildings
The adobe ocutbuildings to the rear of the house were
built in 1946,

Walks: _
All of the present walks and the driveway were built
in 1946,

L.andscaping; gardens.
The present orchard, gardens and most of the planting
were accomplished in 1946,

David Gebhard
August 6, 1965
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